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SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN POSITION ON ADMISSION OF PRG TO 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

REF: STATE 062535 

1. SUMMARY: VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR THIEP, IN FAREWELL CALL 
APRIL 19, EXPRESSED CONCERN TO ME THAT GOA HAS DECIDED TO 
ABSTAIN ON FUTURE INVITATIONS TO PRG TO PARTICIPATE IN INTER- 
NATIONAL CONFERENCES AND ORGANIZATIONS. HE HAD ASKED GOA TO 
RECONSIDER MATTER AND HAD BEEN PROMISED DECISION IN NEXT FEW 
DAYS. HE ASKED ME FOR ASSISTANCE. I REPLIED WE WERE VERY 
CONCERNED ABOUT INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF RUMP GOVERNMENTS 
IN GENERAL AND OF THE PRG IN PARTICULAR, DRAWING ON POINTS IN 
REFTEL. I REVIEWED MATTER OF PRG PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL 
MEETINGS WITH MIN FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS WILLESEE ON APR 24. 

WILLESEE SAID THAT HE WOULD LOOK CAREFULLY INTO ISSUE. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR NGUYEN PHUONG THIEP PAID A FAREWELL 
CALL ON ME APRIL 19. HE WILL BE LEAVING CANBERRA MAY 1 

FOR APPROXIMATELY TWO WEEKS LEAVE AND CONSULTATION IN 
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SAIGON BEFORE TRAVELLING TO HIS NEXT POST AS AMBASSADOR 
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TO FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY. 

3. THIEP MENTIONED THAT HE HAD BEEN DISTURBED TO LEARN 
RECENTLY FROM THE AUSTRALIAN DEPT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
THAT MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS WILLESEE HAD DECIDED 
THAT AUSTRALIA WOULD ABSTAIN ON FUTURE INVITATIONS TO 
THE PRG TO PARTICIPATE IN INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS. WILLESEE. ACCORDING TO AMBASSADOR THIEP, 

HAD BEEN CRITICIZED BY THE LABOR PARTY PARLIAMENTARY 
CAUCAS AFTER THE AUSTRALIAN DELEGATION VOTED AGAINST AN 
INVITATION TO THE PRG TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CONFERENCE 

ON THE LAW OF WAR IN GENEVA ON FEBRUARY 28. THE CRITICS 
WITHIN THE LABOR PARTY HAD ALLEGED THAT A VOTE AGAINST 
THE INVITATION TO THE PRG WAS INCONSISTENT WITH 
AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY POLICY. ACCORDING TO THIEP, 

WILLESEE REPORTEDLY BELIEVED THAT ABSTENTION ON SUCH 
ISSUES IN THE FUTURE WOULD REPRESENT A SUITABLE "NEUTRAL" 
POSITION THAT WOULD AVOID CRITICISM OF HIM WITHIN THE 
LABOR PARTY. 

4. THIEP SAID THAT HE HAD DISCUSSED THE MATTER FURTHER 
WITH DFA IN ANTICIPATION THAT A SIMILAR INVITATION TO 
THE PRG WOULD BE EXTENDED AT THE 27TH WORLD HEALTH 
ASSEMPLY IN GENEVA. MAY 7-25. DEPUTY SECRETARY OF 

DFA WOOLCOTT HAD UNDERTAKEN TO RAISE THE MATTER ONCE 
AGAIN WITH WILLESEE. THIEP SAID THAT HE HAD MENTIONED 
TO WOOLCOTT THAT, IF AUSTRALIA DECIDED TO ABSTAIN ON 
AN INVITATION TO THE PRG TO PARTICIPATE IN THE WORLD 
HEALTH MEETING, THE VIETNAMESE EMBASSY WOULD HAVE TO 
MAKE PUBLIC THE FACT THAT IT DID NOT AGREE WITH 
AUSTRALIAN POLICY ON THIS ISSUE. THIEP SAID HE HAD 
NOTED THAT IF THIS ISSUE ENTERED THE FORTHCOMING 
AUSTRALIAN ELECTIONS CAMPAIGN. THIS WAS NOT THE CHOICE 
OF THE GVN. THIEP ASKED FOR MY ASSISTANCE IN CONVINCING 
THE GOA IT SHOULD NOT CHANGE ITS POLICY ON THE PRG. 

I SAID THAT I ANTICIPATED GETTING IN TOUCH WITH 
SENATOR WILLESEE IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS ON A NUMBER 
OF OTHER POINTS AND THAT I WOULD MENTION OUR CONCERN 
ON THE MATTER. 
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5. WHEN I SAW MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS SENATOR 
WILLESEE ON APRIL 24, 1 WENT THROUGH THE ARGUMENTS AGAINST 
GIVING THE PRG AND GRUNK THE DIGNITY AND STATUS OF FULL PARTI- 
CIPANTS IN INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS. I DID NOT REFER TO MY MEETING 
WITH AMBASSADOR THIEP, BUT WILLESEE MAY WELL CONCLUDE 

THAT I WAS SUPPORTING THIEP. I NOTED THAT NONE OF THE 
SOUTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRIES RECOGNIZE THE PRG AND THE 
GRUNK AND THAT NORHT VIET NAM DOES NOT RECOGNIZE THE 
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PRO. I SAID I HOPED AUSTRALIA WOULD CONTINUE TO 
CONSIDER THE PRO AND GRUNK AS ESSENTIALLY ILLEGITIMATE 
ORGANIZATIONS AND WOULD SUPPORT THIS POSITION BY VOTING 
AGAINST THEIR ADMISSION TO INTERNATIONAL GATHERINGS, 
RATHER THAN BY ABSTAINING ON THE VOTE. 

6. 1 NOTED THE CONSIDERABLE CONCERN THE ISSUE CAUSES 
THE UNITED STATES. WE SUPPORT THE PARIS AGREEMENTS ON 
VIET-NAM OF 1973 AND HOPE THAT NORTH VIET-NAM WILL BEGIN 
TO RESPECT THEM MORE FULLY. THERE ARE CLEAR INDICA- 
TIONS THAT NORHT VIET-NAM GOING THROUGH DIFFICULT PERIOD 
AND NEEDS OUTSIDE AID. THE BEST WAY TO PERSUADE THE 
NORTH VIETNAMESE TO LIVE UP TO THE PARIS AGREEMENTS INS 
TO MAKE CLEAR TO THEM THAT THEIR EFFORTS TO OVERTURN 
SOUTH VIET-NAM AND CAMBODIA THROUGH THE PRG AND THE 
GRUNK HAVE FAILED. GIVING DIGNITY AND STATUS TO THE 
PRG AND GRUNK CUTS ACROSS THESE EFFORTS. FINALLY, 

WE WOULD HOPE AUSTRALIA WOULD BEAR IN MIND IMPORTANCE 
WE ATTACH TO THIS ISSUE JUST AS WE WOULD BEAR IN MIND 
GOA INTERESTS IN AN INTERNATIONAL ISSUE (SUCH AS PNG) 

WHERE AUSTRALIA HAD A PRIMARY INTEREST. 

7. SENATOR WILLESEE SAID THAT HE HAD NOTED THAT THE 
NORTH VIETNAMESE HDID NOT SEEM TO BE BERY KEEN ON THE 
PRG AND DID NOT WANT TO ENCOURAGE THEM TOWARDS GREATER 
INDEPENDENCE. HE SAID THAT HE WOULD LOOK CAREFULLY 
AT THE ISSUE OF AUSTRALIAN POLICY ON VOTING ON 
INVITATIONS TO THE PRG/GRUNK IN INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS. 
GREEN 
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